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David Zwirner is pleased to present an exhibition of new paintings by Lisa
Yuskavage. On view at 24 Grafton Street in London, this is the artist’s first
exhibition since the major survey of her work at The Rose Art Museum at
Brandeis University, Waltham, Massachusetts in 2015, which traveled to
the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis.

Widely associated with a re-emergence of the figurative in contemporary
painting, Yuskavage has developed her own genre of portraiture in
which lavish, erotic, angelic and at times grotesque characters are cast
within fantastical landscapes or domestic spaces. Seamlessly blending
contemporary cultural imagery and classical pictorial language, Yuskavage
marshals colour as a conduit for complex psychological constructs.

The exhibition includes several works that continue Yuskavage's exploration
of the dynamics of intertwined couples, while also furthering her interest
in using colour as a vehicle for ideational content. Begun in the 2000s with
dual portraits of female figures, she has in recent years created a series
of symbiotic depictions of a female and male couple. Their relationship

Déja Vu, 2017 appears determined by carefully selected colour harmonies or contrasts—
QOil on linen . X . . . . ..
80 x 80 inches (203.5 x 203.2 cm) in some cases, one figure is cast in vibrant hues, while the other is in neutral

tones. In works such as Ludlow Street (2017), the figures are connected to
one another through pose, colour, and light, and contrast with their stark
and colourless environment.

Other paintings in the exhibition depict single women or groups, with psychological narratives of tenderness and tension
likewise described by formal elements within the compositions. The large-scale Déja Vu (2017) presents a luminous female
character in the center of a small crowd of male figures rendered in shades of grays and blacks, who ultimately emerge as
ethereal manifestations. Keenly interested in the variety of ways the nude has been depicted across art history and within
popular media, Yuskavage frequently lets her male and female characters assume roles traditionally expected of the other. For
the artist, the meaning of a work is to be found equally in the representation of characters as in the “emotional formalism” that
gives the subjects expression through colouration and other pictorial inventions.

Born in 1962 in Philadelphia, Lisa Yuskavage received her B.F.A. from the Tyler School of Art, Temple University, in 1984 and her
M.F.A. from the Yale University School of Artin 1986. Since 2005, the artist's work has been represented by David Zwirner. In 2006,
two solo exhibitions were concurrently presented at David Zwirner and Zwirner & Wirth, New York, followed by presentations at
the gallery in 2009, 2011, and 2015. Marking her fifth gallery solo show, this exhibition is her first with David Zwirner in London.

In 2015, The Rose Art Museum of Brandeis University in Waltham, Massachusetts, presented Lisa Yuskavage: The Brood, a major
solo exhibition spanning twenty-five years of the artist's work. The show traveled to the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis
in 2016. A large-scale, comprehensive publication by Skira Rizzoli, published on occasion of the exhibition, created in close
collaboration with Yuskavage, includes texts by renowned art historians, curators, and writers including Christopher Bedford,
Suzanne Hudson, Catherine Lord, and Siddhartha Mukherjee, as well as an interview with the artist by Katy Siegel.

(continued to next page)



Yuskavage's work has been the subject of solo exhibitions at institutions worldwide, including The Royal Hibernian Academy,
Dublin (organized as part of the Dublin Contemporary 2011); Museo Tamayo Arte Contemporaneo, Mexico City (2006); Royal
Academy of Arts, London (2002); Centre d'Art Contemporain, Geneva (2001); and the Institute of Contemporary Art, University
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia (2000).

Throughout her career, Yuskavage has lectured on the subject of her own work as well as that by other artists, including Giorgio
de Chirico, Philip Guston, Francis Picabia, and Edouard Vuillard.

Museum collections which hold works by the artist include The Art Institute of Chicago; Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture
Garden, Washington, D.C.; Long Museum, Shanghai; The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Museum of Contemporary
Art, Los Angeles; The Museum of Modern Art, New York; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; Walker Art Center, Minneapolis,
Minnesota; and the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York. Yuskavage lives and works in New York.

For all press enquiries please contact
Julia Joern +1 212 727 2070 julia@davidzwirner.com

Special Events

Mayfair Art Weekend

Friday, June 30 — Sunday, July 2

2017 marks the fourth year of Mayfair Art Weekend. Over sixty galleries and auction houses in Mayfair and St. James open their
doors to the public for talks, walks, and exhibitions, along with extended hours.

Gallery Hours
Friday & Saturday, 10 AM - 6 PM
Sunday, 11 AM - 5 PM

David Zwirner Books Pop-Up Shop
Visit the gallery over the weekend where The Upper Room turns into a pop-up bookstore. Enjoy special offers on a selection of
publications, catalogues, and zines.

Gallery Talk & ArtReview Art Bar

Saturday, July 1, 4 - 6 PM

Guided exhibition tour with Mark Rappolt, Editor, ArtReview and James Green, Associate Director, David Zwirner
Co-hosted by ArtReview, join us for drinks and conversation about contemporary figurative painters and a guided exhibition
tour of Lisa Yuskavage.

4 PM Guided tour begins

4-6 PM ArtReview Art Bar / reception

For more information and to RSVP, contact
Hannah Chinn +44 (0)20 3538 3165 or hchinn@davidzwirner.com



